Autonomic function in hereditary motor and sensory neuropathy (Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease)
Autonomic tests of heart rate and blood pressure control using both invasive and noninvasive techniques were performed on 11 patients with hereditary motor and sensory neuropathy (HMSN) types 1, and 4 patients with HMSN type 2. The results were compared with those of 76 control subjects. No significant difference was found between the patient and control groups. Impairment of sweating on the extremities was found in patients with HMSN types 1 and 2, consistent with distal degeneration of sympathetic fibers in peripheral nerves, but there were no abnormalities of cardiovascular reflex control mechanisms.